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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on April 12, 2005 has been entered. Claims 1-2, 8- 
9, 1 1-15, 17, 19-26, and 29-35 have been amended. No claims have been canceled. No 
claims have been added. Claims 1-35 are still pending in this application, with claims 1 , 

2, 23, 24, 29, 34, and 35 being independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. Claims 2-6, 10, 12, 20-23, 29 and, 30-32, and 35 rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Schlager et al (US PAT # 6,198,390). 

Regarding claim 2, Schlager teaches a mobile wireless communications device 
(remote station 302, see col. 12, lines 1-2, see also, Fig. 7 and 8) that provides location- 
based responses (see col. 6, lines 25-28), the mobile wireless communications device 
in communication with a positioning system (336, see Fig. 11, also, col. 12, lines 18-20), 
the mobile wireless communications device comprising: an antenna (reads on antenna 
306 and/or antenna 322, see col. 12, lines 1-8) for receiving location information form 
the positioning system; a memory unit (reads on circuit 328, see col. 12, lines 11-13) for 
storing at least one target location (reads on the separation distance, see col. 1 1 , lines 
55-57); a target range area (the range area reads on the received field, see col. 12, 
lines 39-46) centered on the at least one target location, and at least one target 
response corresponding to at least one target location (see col. 7, lines 49-57 and col. 
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8, lines 60-67); a user input device for inputting the at least one target message (see 
col. 9, lines 18-20); and controller (see element 378 in Fig. 12) connected to antenna 
and the memory unit, the determining unit (reads on the navigational receiver 304) for 
determining a location of the mobile handheld device utilizing the location information 
received from the positioning system (336) via the antenna (see col. 12, lines 18-23), 
the controller determining whether the determined location is within the range area (see 
col. 12, lines 16-48), an output unit for outputting the at least one target response (reads 
on display 324 in Fig. 11, col. 12, line 9, see also, col. 10, lines 65-67), if the controller 
determines that the determined location of the mobile wireless communications device 
is within a target range area that is centered on the target location. 

Claims 29, 23 and 35 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with 
respect to claim 2. For the claimed limitation of "user input for inputting an area range" 
recited in claim 23, see col. 9, and lines 18-20. 

Regarding claim 3, Schlager teaches a global positioning system (GPS), see col. 
3, lines 57-60. 

Regarding claims 4, 5, and 6, Schlager teaches the positioning system includes a 
wireless communications network (540), a cellular communications network (538). See 
also (col. 15, lines 38-47). 
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Regarding claim 10, Schlager teaches the target range area is time sensitive 
(see col. 21 , lines 54-65). Also this is inherent. 

Claim 12 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with respect to 
claim 2. Claim 12 basically reads on providing an audible alarm 254 (see col. 11, lines 
55-59). 

Regarding claim 20, Schlager teaches the target location is a plurality of target 
locations (this can read on storing several geographical areas information, see col. 20, 
lines 22-65). 

Claims 21-22 and 30-32 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed above 
with respect to claim 20. Storing more than one target range area and more than one 
response is inherent in Schlager system. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
,13-H, 

3. Claims 1 , 7-9, 1 1 , 24-28 and 33-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Schlager. 

Regarding claim 1, Schlager teaches a communication network (see Fig. 17, 
wireless communications network 540, a cellular communications network 538); a 
mobile handheld device (remote station 302, see col. 12, lines 1-2, see also, Fig. 7 and 
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Fig. 8) for communicating with the communications network, the mobile handheld 
device comprising: a transceiver (reads on transmitter 16 and receiver 18, see col. 6, 
lines 19-22) for wireless communications with the communications network; a GPS 
receiver (reads on element 210, see col. 10, line 60) circuit for receiving location 
information for a location of the mobile handheld device; a memory circuit (reads on 
circuit 328, see col. 12, lines 11-13) for storing at least one target location (reads on the 
separation distance, see col. 1 1 , lines 55-57), at least one range area centered on the 
target location (see col. 12, lines 16-48), a user input device for inputting the at least 
one target message (see col. 9, lines 18-20), a determining circuit (this reads on circuit 
216, see col. 10, lines 56-67) connected to the GPS receiver circuit, the determining 
circuit for determining the location of the mobile handheld device utilizing the location 
information from the GPS receiver; and a display (324 in Fig. 1 1 , col. 12, line 9, see 
also, col. 10, lines 65-67) for displaying the at least one target message if the 
determined location of the mobile handheld device is within the at least one range area. 

Schlager does not exactly teach a system for providing location-based 
messaging, which includes a target message . 

However, the messaging feature can read on the audible alarm (332) notification 
that will be provided to the child, user, or patient, in the case of drifting away from the 
base station or in the case when they entering a prohibited area range (see col. 1 1 , 
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lines 55-59, col. 12, lines 44-47, and col: 13, lines 45-54) or it may read on the response 
message, see col. 6, lines 25-28, lines 66-67, and col. 7, lines 1-2). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have any kind of notification (audible or text) provided to 
users when they are currently within a specific range area. Having an audible alarm 
service the same purpose of providing a text message. 

Claims 1 1 , 13-14, 24, and 33-34 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed 
above with respect to claim 1 . Schlager teaches mobile wireless communications 
network, (see wireless communications network 540, col. 15, lines 38-47). Also, claim 
13 recites "the target response includes e-mailing a programmed message". This is 
obvious since messages can be pre set and programmed, so they can be sent to the 
required location at any time desired. 

Regarding claim 7, Schlager teaches the mobile wireless communications device 
is a wireless handheld communications device (remote station 302, see col. 12, lines 1- 
2, see also, Fig. 7 and 8). However, Schlager does not specifically teach the wireless 
handheld communications device is a laptop, a pager, or a PDA. Therefore, having the 
mobile wireless communications device as a laptop computer with a wireless modem, a 
pager or a personal digital assistant (PDA) would have been obvious, since a mobile 
device can be any one of the above mobile wireless communications devices that the 
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user can carry with him/her at any time and place. 

Claims 8-9 recite the limitations "the target range area is programmed as a two- 
dimensional shape , and as a three-dimensional space". This is obvious since one can 
program the target range area in any shape and space desired. An area is generally 
two-dimensional and a building is generally three-dimensional because the height is a 
dimension in buildings. 

Claim 25 recites "deleting the displayed target message after acknowledging the 
displayed target message". This is obvious, since there is no need to store or keep a 
message that has been viewed by the user. 

Claims 26-27 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with respect 
to claim 1 . Also, claims 26-27 basically read on providing the user an option for 
automatically deleting the message after a certain period of time if the message has not 
been deleted manually (by the user). This feature is obvious and well known in the art. 
Simply this reads on the voice mail system prompting the user whether he/she likes to 
save or delete this message. 

Claim 28 recites "disabling the target message includes the step of disabling the 
target message as long as the mobile wireless device remains within the target range 
area corresponding to the displayed target message". This is obvious. Logically when a 
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message is going to be disabled at some point manually (by the user) or automatically 
(by the system), it is better to be deleted at the target location. After ensuring that the 
message was received and acknowledged by the user. 

4. Claims 1 5-1 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schlager in view of Weber et al (US PAT # 6,343,212). 

Regarding claims 15-19, Schlager does not exactly teach changing a level of a 
control parameter of the mobile wireless communications device, which includes 
lowering a volume of a ringing device of the mobile wireless communications device. 

However, Weber teaches protecting a predetermined area from the disturbing 
usage of mobile terminals (e. g. cell phones) of a wireless communication system. 
Mode change information is sent over a system information message of a broadcast 
channel to change the operating mode (e. g. to deactivate) of the mobile terminal. The 
mobile terminal transmits an alarm signal to the user if the user is approaching a 
predetermined protected area (see abstract). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the feature of switching the mobile phone 
from a first mode (ringing) to a second mode (silent or vibrate), as taught by Weber, into 
the Schlager system in order to prevent the disturbance of a ringing cell phone in certain 
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areas such as restaurants, meeting rooms or even hospitals to prevent causing an 
inconvenience to others. 

Regarding claim 18, Weber teaches a ringing mode, and wherein the second 
mode is a vibrating mode (see col. 4, lines 46-49). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 04/21/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that responses in Schlager are actually responses 
"preprogrammed into the device by monitoring party, whereas the applicant claims a 
user-controlled inputted target and target response". As previously discussed above and * 
in the previous office action, a response from any kind, whether is audible or text or 
even visual supposedly serving the same purpose. Of course all responses have to be 
preprogrammed and chosen to fulfill the user desires and needs. A user may want to 
program a response or a message to alarm him/her in the event of hazard, a user may 
program a reminder to silence his phone when he walks into a meeting, or even send a 
reminding message or alarm to pick up a loaf of bread from the grocery store at 5:00 
pm. 

Other arguments are already addressed in the above rejection. 
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Conclusion 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rasha S AL-Aubaidi whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7481 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 
5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad F. Matar, can be reached on (571) 272-7488. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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